
he Rivera family, like many 
others, believed that going 
to mass and performing 
religious rituals were enough 

“to be near God.”  They now admit 
they knew very little about Jesus Christ 
and that their family was in a “horrible 
situation.”  Now, “thanks to Jesus 
Christ . . . everything has changed.”

Pastor López of Primera Iglesia Bautista 
de Forney, a church plant in Forney, 
Texas, shared the gospel of the cross of 
Christ and exposed the Rivera’s to the 
practical teachings of the Bible.  The 
entire Rivera family trusted Christ, was 
baptized, and now knows that “God 

changes hearts and restores families and 
marriages.”  The Jesus Christ they barely 
knew, says Brother Rivera, now lives in 
him, in his wife, and in his two children.

Isaiah 29:13 speaks of religious activities 
that consist of lip service, empty hearts, 
and worship “made up only of rules 
taught by men.”  What God wants, 
and what only God can provide by 
grace through faith in Christ, is a real 
relationship with himself as Father.  
When this life changing relationship 
is a reality, a life of genuine worship 
is possible.  The Rivera’s now really 
know Jesus and are near to God 
every moment because of Him. 
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A Story from Church Planting

Prayer Point | 	 Pray that people in Texas will not put their hope 		
	 in religious activities to win God’s favor, but in a 	
	 faith relationship with Jesus Christ.

Day 5:


