
y husband and I have 
been married for 
fourteen years.  We 
have a twelve year 

old daughter.  My daughter and I 
have attended church quite regularly, 
but my husband attended only when 
our daughter was in a program.

Two years ago I was laid off from work 
and needed to find a church closer to 
home.  I had heard about a new cowboy 
church [Cross Trails in Orange Grove, 
Texas] that was getting started and 
decided to give it a try.  The first Sunday 
we attended, my daughter and I decided 
it was the church for us.  On Easter 
morning in 2005, my husband told me 

that he thought he would attend church 
with us (to my surprise and delight!).  
Now, two years later, the only time 
the three of us miss church is when we 
are out of town.  Cross Trails has truly 
changed our lives.  It has been wonderful 
to see my husband go from not attending 
church at all to becoming the Arena 
Director.  God is so very awesome!

When the angel appeared to Zechariah 
to tell him that Elizabeth would bear 
him a son, the angel quoted Malachi 
4:6 (Luke 1:17).  This prophecy, fulfilled 
by John the Baptist’s preaching, was 
that repentant fathers would turn 
their hearts to their children.  One of 
the great blessings in an evangelistic 
church is to see families restored, 
especially as men repent and turn back 
to God.  One way cowboy churches are 
effective is by presenting a vigorous, 
masculine, and hardy gospel (like 
John the Baptist!) that invites manly 
men to be even more manly in Christ.  
Praise God the gospel is for real men!
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