
he Rivera family, like many 
others, believed that going 
to mass and performing 
religious rituals were enough 

“to be near God.”  They now admit 
they knew very little about Jesus Christ 
and that their family was in a “horrible 
situation.”  Now, “thanks to Jesus 
Christ . . . everything has changed.”

Pastor López of Primera Iglesia Bautista 
de Forney, a church plant in Forney, 
Texas, shared the gospel of the cross of 
Christ and exposed the Rivera’s to the 
practical teachings of the Bible.  The 
entire Rivera family trusted Christ, was 
baptized, and now knows that “God 

changes hearts and restores families and 
marriages.”  The Jesus Christ they barely 
knew, says Brother Rivera, now lives in 
him, in his wife, and in his two children.

Isaiah 29:13 speaks of religious activities 
that consist of lip service, empty hearts, 
and worship “made up only of rules 
taught by men.”  What God wants, 
and what only God can provide by 
grace through faith in Christ, is a real 
relationship with himself as Father.  
When this life changing relationship 
is a reality, a life of genuine worship 
is possible.  The Rivera’s now really 
know Jesus and are near to God 
every moment because of Him. 

im Howard of Westside Baptist 
Church in Atlanta, Texas is 
a disaster relief volunteer for 
the Southern Baptists of Texas 

Convention.  “It has been my privilege 
and joy to serve as a unit director of 
a cleanup and recovery team that has 
been deployed on numerous occasions. 
We were recently deployed to Eagle 
Pass, Texas.  We served with our hands 
and hearts as we covered broken, 
cracked and open roofs with large blue 
tarps.  We were able to take the gospel 
of Jesus into a hurting community 
in tangible ways. The people were 
gracious and expressed openness to the 
gospel.  Many of those we served were 
Christians but many were without the 
blessed hope found only in Jesus.” 

“On our last day in Eagle Pass we 
found ourselves in the home of a 
precious family that had lost several 

family members in the recent tornado.  
After covering the home with tarps 
to protect against further weather 
damage we visited with the lady of 
the house, Natalia.  She spoke of the 
family loss and other pressing trials 
upon their lives.  During the course 
of the conversation Natalia said that 
she would like to have Christ and the 
hope that only He could give.  That 
very day Natalia invited Christ into 
her heart.  What a joy to see one so 
ravaged by grief and destruction reach 
out to Christ for His personal help.”

When SBTC Disaster Relief workers 
are deployed they take more than 
food, shower units and clean-up 
and recovery equipment.  They take 
the hope found only in Jesus and 
look for opportunity to join the 
activity of God as He shows Himself 
mightily present in hard  situations.

11

Prayer Point | 	 Pray that people in Texas will not put their hope 		
	 in religious activities to win God’s favor, but in a 	
	 faith relationship with Jesus Christ.

A Story from Disaster Relief

“Say not ye, ‘There are yet four months, and then cometh 
harvest?’  Behold, I say unto you, lift up your eyes and 
look on the fields; for they are white already to harvest.  
And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit 
unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and he that 
reapeth may rejoice together.”  John 4:35-36 KJV

Prayer Point | 	 If a disaster strikes your community, will your 	
	 church be prepared to respond?  Ask God to 	
	 show you how to be his missionary in such	
	 times of crisis.

Day 6:


